132     THE MEMOIRS OF THE BARON DE MARBOT

of all those who witnessed the incident from afar. This.
Englishman, however, better advised than Mr. Percy, begged
his captors to keep him on the outskirts of the French army,
hoping, that if he saw nothing of its internal arrangements,
he might be exchanged. His foresight proved successful;
for Massena, having no fear of his being able to give any
information as to the disposition of our troops, sent him back
on parole, begging Lord Wellington to exchange against him
Captain Letermillier, who had been taken at Ooimbra, and
afterwards became one of our best colonels. Mr. Percy, who
had laughed much at his comrade, on learning that he had
been exchanged, requested the same favour; but this was.
refused, as he had seen too much, and might report it. The
unlucky young man followed the French army as a prisoner, and
shared its sufferings for six months. On our return to Spain
he was transferred to France, where he passed several years,

Unable to obtain any backing from his lieutenants in Ms
proposed attack on the lines, and being short of provisions,
Mass6na was compelled, on November 14, to retire ten leagues
back from the hills and establish his army in a corn-growing*
district, where positions could be found suitable for defence.
He selected the country between the Rio Mayor, the Tagus,
and the Zezere, establishing the 2nd corps at Santarem, the
8th at Torres Novas (where also he fixed his headquarters),
the 6th at Thomar, the artillery park at Tancos, while the
cavalry were at Ourem with their outposts pushed as far as
Leiria. Inferring from this movement that the French were
in full retreat for Spain, the English followed, but cautiously
and at a distance, fearing a trick to draw them out of their
lines. When they found that we were halted behind the
Rio Mayor they gave us some trouble, but were vigorously
met; and judging that want of provisions would soon drive
us to leave this district, well adapted for the defensive, they
contented themselves with watching us. Lord Wellington's
headquarters were fixed at Oartaxo, opposite Sautarem, and
from November 1810 till March 1811 the armies faced each
other, separated only by the Rio Mayor. The English, having
their food supplies brought by the Tagus 'from Lisbon, livede laughterannon-
